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        WEEKLY UPDATE APRIL 30 - MAY 6, 2023 
 

THIS WEEK  

 
INTERIM CAO TO RECEIVE $300,742 IN SALARY 

ANNUALIZED + 450/ MO. CAR ALLOWANCE + 1,475 PER 

MONTH TOWARD HEALTH INSURANCE + HE IS ALREADY 

RETIRED ON A $200,000/ YEAR PENSION   

 

REFUSE RATES UP @ $20 PER MONTH IN 
URBAN AND RURAL SANTA MARGARITA, CRESTON, RURAL 

TEMPLETON AREA, POZO, LA PANZA, PARK HILL, HUER HUERO, 

SIMMLER, AND ATASCADERO FRINGE AREA 

 

 MILLIONS IN STORM DAMAGE ROAD REPAIRS TO BE 

SET - RESERVES WILL BE USED                                                                  

FEMA REIBURSEMENT SOUGHT 

 

TROUBLED COUNTY PSYCHIATRIC HEALTH 

FACILITY (PHF) TO BE PRIVATIZED  

 

CLOSED SESSION - EVALUATION OF THE INTERIM 

CAO, HUH?                                                                                                         
HE DIDN’T START YET – HOW CAN THEY EVALUATE HIS 

PERFORMANCE?  

 

MAJOR REPORT ON HOMELESS STRATEGY  

PROGRESS TO DATE, NEXT STEPS, AND A WARNING  
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 LAST WEEK  

  

NO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION CANCELLED 

 

OTHER AGENCIES OFF UNTIL LATER IN MAY 

 

EMERGENT ISSUES 
 

    GIBSON STACKING UP BROWN ACT VIOLATIONS 
 

PROBLEMS WITH MASS TRANSIT WON'T BE 

SOLVED WITH MORE MONEY                                                  
The transit systems we're supposed to hop aboard ultimately operate as 

jobs programs for government workers 
  

COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                                       
SEE PAGE 14 

 

GRAND ALLIANCE TO OVERCOME THE ELITE 

BETRAYAL OF AMERICA                                                               
THE SOONER WE JOIN TOGETHER TO SAVE OUR 

CIVILIZATION, THE EASIER THE PATH                                                 
BY EDWARD RING                                                                                                                              

 

WHY FOX FIRED TUCKER: BLACKROCK,      

REPLACEMENT THEORY, AND THE ADL                                                  

Tucker was axed by the regime’s henchmen, who work together to 

silence dissent, pummel the population with endless propaganda, and 

gaslight their victims with lies that represent the precise inverse of truth 
BY MICHAEL RECTENWALD 

https://amgreatness.com/author/edwardring/
https://mises.org/profile/michael-rectenwald
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THE INHUMANITY OF THE GREEN AGENDA                           
THE ‘SUSTAINABILITY’ REGIME IS IMPOVERISHING THE WORLD    

BY JOEL KOTKIN 

   

 

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, May 2, 2023 (Scheduled)  

 

 

Item 15 - Request to approve an employment agreement with Catherine Manning to serve 

as the Health Agency Deputy Director.  This is a promotion from within created due to a 

retirement. 

 

Ms. Manning has been working in the Health Agency for the past 13 years. She joined the Health 

Agency fiscal team as a Mental Health Accountant in 2010, eventually working as Public Health 

Administrative Services Manager and Health Agency Fiscal Department Administrator. Ms. 

Manning completed her Master of Business Administration (MBA) at Loyola Marymount 

University in Southern California. While pursuing her MBA she received her Certified Public 

Accountant license and went on to work in public accounting in Santa Monica, California for 

over 15 years. She and her family moved to San Luis Obispo in 2004.  

 

The salary is $159,702 per year. With benefits the cost is about $207,612 all in. 

 

Item 18 - Request to approve an Employment Agreement with John Nilon to serve as 

County Administrative Officer (“CAO”) on an interim basis.  This item is the ratification of 

the Board’s appointment of an interim County Administrator. Apparently, the Board intends to 

conduct a national recruitment for a “permanent” CAO. When the Board emerged from the 

closed session on the matter back on April 19, 2023, the County Counsel reported that the Board 

had taken a reportable action. Actually they had voted to appoint Nilon. This looks like yet 

another Brown Act violation.  

 

Nilon was a long-term Kern County career employee (35 years) who rose through the ranks to 

ultimately become the CAO, a position in which he served for 8 years. He retired to his vacation 

home in Cambria in 2016 and has served on several local civic boards. He also served as Interim 

Director of the Kern County Health System. It is not known how he was recruited or if he simply 

responded to an ad. It appears he is a qualified professional who has led a large complex County 

with an annual Budget which is now in excess of $2 billion.   

 

He will receive compensation of $11,576 biweekly, which is the equivalent of $300,742 per year 

plus a car allowance of $450 per month and a monthly stipend of $1,475 per month in lieu of 

health insurance. He will not receive the full county benefit package. In 2021 his Kern pension 

was reported to be $198,533 per year. After several years of COLAs, it is likely to be in excess 

of $208,000 currently. 
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It is an interesting pick, in that Kern County’s primary general local revenues come from the 

property tax on oil. Presumably Nilon supported the fossil fuel industry over the course of his 

career and especially as a County leader. Now that he has escaped the grit and heat of Kern for 

the pines of Cambria, will he support the SLO Board’s suicidal energy policies or tell the Board 

and public the truth? 

 

The total 2022 compensation and benefits package for the current SLO County Deputy CAO, 

Rebecca Campbell, was reported as $331,000. They could have saved a lot by just having her 

serve in the positon. She is a former Kings County CAO. 

 

Item 21 - Request to approve the proposed rate increase of 32.06% and the temporary rate 

increase due to delayed rate implementation that expires on December 31, 2023 of 

27.82% for solid waste collection services provided by Mid-State Solid Waste & 

Recycling Services, Inc., in unincorporated areas of the County of San Luis Obispo, 

retroactively effective on May 1, 2023.  Refuse rates are going up in unincorporated areas of 

the County, including urban and rural Santa Margarita, Creston, rural Templeton area, Pozo, La 

Panza, Park Hill, Huer Huero, Simmler, and Atascadero fringe area.    

 

 
 

Item 33 - Hearing to discuss the contracting out of non-medical inpatient psychiatric 

services at the County of San Luis Obispo Psychiatric Health Facility (PHF).  The County 

has determined to contract out non-medical psychiatric services at the PHF. The PHF is a locked 

facility for patients who are too sick to be free and/or who are awaiting placement in a mental 

hospital. It is not clear how some of these services are categorized as “non-medical.” 

 

• Provide safe, therapeutic and/or rehabilitative inpatient services at the PHF for eligible 

individuals where they can receive assessment and treatment related to mental health disorders.  

• Serve adults who require acute inpatient psychiatric care due to being suicidal and/or 

homicidal and/or gravely disabled. 

 • Serve adults who are Medi-Cal, or Medi-Cal/Medi-Care beneficiaries as well as those who are 

indigent and without benefits. 

 • Meet the needs of individuals requiring voluntary and involuntary PHF inpatient services. 

 • Serve the increased volume of individuals presenting at local Emergency Departments, the 

SLO Crisis Stabilization Unit, and other referral sources.  

• Facilitate throughput from local Emergency Departments to enhance care for eligible 

individuals who require psychiatric inpatient care  
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History:  In past years the County suffered problems at the PHF, including admissions, 

treatment gaps, and communications. Jail medical services were privatized several years ago. 

The trend of privatization of government services will continue as the costs of the unionized civil 

service model of delivery becomes more and more expensive and obsolescent. The contractor is 

Crestwood Behavioral Services, which provides services throughout the State. 
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Crestwood Behavioral Health's Annual Revenue: $280.0 Million 

 

Crestwood Behavioral Health revenue is $280.0M annually. After extensive research and 

analysis, COLAB learned that Crestwood Behavioral Health has 3,000 employees, and the 

revenue per employee ratio is $93,333. Crestwood Behavioral Health peak revenue was $280.0M 

in 2022. 

The Board item does not include information on the annual cost of the contract but infers that the 

costs will be about the same as the current in-house staffing mode. The item also fails to state 

that cost as well. 

 

Item 34 - Request to 1) receive a presentation by staff regarding road damage from the 

Winter 2023 Storms and provide direction to staff on how to proceed; and 2) submittal of a 

resolution amending the Position Allocation List (PAL) for Fund Center 405-Public 

Works, by deleting a 1.00 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) Environmental Specialist I/II/III; 

adding 1.00 FTE Principal Environmental Specialist; adding a 1.00 FTE Limited Term 

Project Manager I/II; adding 1.00 FTE Limited Term Civil Engineering Technician 

Aide/I/II/III; and adding 1.00 FTE Limited Term Environmental Specialist I/II/III; 3) 

adopt a resolution A) declaring the conditions of emergency consistent with the use of 

the General Fund General Reserve and B) authorizing the appropriation of 

$6,000,000 from the General Fund General Reserve.  This year’s rainy season damaged the 

already underfunded and under-maintained roads of the County. As the write-up states: 

 

As presented to your Board February 2, 2021, State of Good Repair road maintenance needs, 

which are those activities which sustain the County roadway network to present day conditions, 

typically outpace available funding by $5 to $7 Million.  
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Keep in mind that the new Board Majority dropped roads from the Budget priority list and 

substituted homeless services.  

 

The $6 million requested here is in addition to $4 million authorized in March. The estimated 

requirement is displayed below: 

 

FY 22/23: $11.6 M   FY 23/24: $8.4 M   FY 24/25: $4M  FY 25/26: $4M  FY 26/27: $4M  

 

Up to 75% could be reimbursed by FEMA over the years. 

 

The item contains a request for  5 additional engineering and project manager types to expedite 

the process.  Instead, what if the County went out to the private sector and requested proposals 

for a combined management and construction package from large, multi-specialty contractors? 

 

 
 

The report also contains a review of the extraordinary effort undertaken by the County as the 

storms progressed and the damage occurred. The Board “rewarded” the organization by canning 

the CAO.  

 

More rain is due this week.  

 

Item 35 - County Counsel - (Government Code section 54957.) It is the intention of the 

Board to meet in closed session to: Consider Public Employee Evaluation of Interim 

County Administrative Officer.  This one seems strange. As noted in Item 18, the new interim 

CAO is just starting this week. What are they going to evaluate? The Brown Act allows the 

Board to meet in closed session to evaluate or discipline a public employee, but there is nothing 

yet to evaluate.  He hasn’t had time to bother anyone on the staff. Is the purpose of their meeting 

to give forward looking direction? Or are they going to discuss problems of other executives, or 

what? If they are going to propose general policy direction, organizational culture, a systemic 

review of the organization, or whatever, it should be agendized and done in open session. 

 

 

MATTERS AFTER 1:30 PM  
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Request to receive, file, and provide direction as deemed necessary updates on 1) the 

progress in pursuing the phased priorities of the Countywide Plan to Address 

Homelessness; 2) the update on the Homeless Management Information System 

(HMIS) business case; 3) the update on Oklahoma Avenue parking operations; and 4) 

the 2023-24 budget recommendations in support of the Countywide Plan to Address 

Homelessness.  This is a major policy item to review the entire problem, progress to date, and 

future actions and costs, specifically: 

 

1) The progress in pursuing the phased priorities of the Countywide Plan to Address 

Homelessness;  

2) The update on the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) business case;  

3) The update on Oklahoma Avenue parking operations; and 

4) The 2023-24 budget recommendations in support of the Countywide Plan to Address 

Homelessness.  

 

This is an impressive report accompanied by an equally impressive PowerPoint summary. It 

exhibits an analytical approach to problem solving backed up by data. It further exhibits that the 

developing program is supported by serious and competent project management. The staff has 

executed the program as scheduled so far and has not over promised. Nevertheless, homelessness 

seems to average around 1450 people each year. Some cease to be homeless and others become 

homeless or arrive as homeless from elsewhere.  

 

 
A great slide! 

 

 

The problems faced by the staff will become increasingly overwhelming due to the 

failure of political leadership at all levels to actually adopt policies that will reduce the 

underlying causes of homelessness at the national, state, and local levels. The staff is 

being directed to end homelessness without having the power to do so. 

 

1. The anti-family policies of the Federal government and the State are a key cause driving the 

breakdown of society.  
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2. Value relativism, including the decline of traditional religions, acceptance of aberrant 

behavior, lack of standards, and abolition of merit have all contributed to the problem. 

 

3. The government promotion of drugs is further exacerbating the problem. 

 

4.  Item 2 and Item 3 above are extolled by the government, education, media, entertainment, 

and woke elite which are running the nation and especially California. 

 

5. Homeless prevention and remediation has become a huge industry with jobs, contracts, 

political patronage, construction projects, and endless revenue. It is too valuable to succeed. 

 

6. The current species of justice that treats vagrancy, hoboing, aberrant behavior, stealing, and 

harassing ordinary citizens as remediable social justice diseases, as opposed to pathologic 

behavior, is undermining the society. Drug courts, schemes of restorative justice, leftist DAs, and 

over-powered public defenders all contribute to the social decay. 

 

7. The problem will become much larger as the economy and standard of living collapses under 

the pressures of growing socialist policies, international crises, terrorism at home, inflation, 

overregulation, higher taxes, underfunded infrastructure, and government union control of 

governments in which they represent employees. As things get worse, more and more people will 

drop out of the bottom of civilized society.  

 

 
 

8. Unrestricted immigration of millions of uneducated illegal immigrants, largely from rural and 

poor societies, will further add costs and devolution.  

 

9. A significant number of the homeless individuals are mentally ill, and/or addicted to alcohol 

and narcotics to the point where they cannot function. Few will ever recover. They must be 

housed in locked facilities for their own well-being as well as that of the greater society, even 

though they may technically not be adjudicated criminals. 

 

10. Not all the homeless are helpless nor do they want to be housed. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.neogaf.com/threads/have-you-ever-been-homeless.1110551/&psig=AOvVaw3KiFhvcbzNbvJ4IBhltSic&ust=1578098288188000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMC9gcKY5uYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Hobo Shoestring (hopping a grain car) has parlayed his gig into becoming a national UTUBE 

personality. 

 

 

Funding:  The staff  proposes increasing the general fund contribution to homeless programs 

from $2.8 million this year to $7.6 million next year, a $4.8 million increase. Will Gibson and 

company pull this out of roads and public safety? 

 

Overall, the staff estimates that the County will be spending about $158 million on homelessness 

next year. Most of this is actually State and Federal funding from transfer payments for welfare, 

food stamps, Medi-Cal, and housing programs. 

 

With about 1450 homeless people on average, that is about $108,395 per person per year. 
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No SLOCOG Meeting on Wednesday, May 3, 2023 (Not Scheduled) 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
  

 

 No Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, April 25, 2023 (Not Scheduled)  
 

    
 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENT ISSUES 
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Item 1 - Supervisor Gibson commits another open Meeting Law (Brown Act) violation. 

After the rescission of the 2012 redistricting map, he then moved to direct the staff to prepare a 

report on options for the formation of a redistricting commission. The item was not on the 

agenda, and he even elaborated a little. Even though the prior item was the cancelling of a legal 

map and substitution of an illegal map, the issue had nothing to do with the major policy option 

of creating a redistricting commission. County Counsel never blinked even after Supervisor 

Arnold pointed out the problem. 

District Attorney Dan Dow has already warned Gibson and County Counsel once on a prior 

matter. 

Item 2 - And Yet Another Violation Last Wednesday.  Gibson went to the Paso Basin SGMA 

Coordinating Committee meeting and floated some sort of “water equity proposal.” It had not 

been included on the published agenda of the Committee, which is an official Brown Acted 

Committee. When a citizen objected, no one said a word. 

Item 3 - And even more: Appointment of an Interim County Administrator. Back on April 

19, the appointment was approved in closed session. County Counsel stated that the Board took 

no reportable action. Later, last week, the County announced the appointment in a news release. 

Item 4 - The Myth of Mass Transit.  The Systems have disastrously low ridership and are 

seeking huge additional State subsidies. See the article below: 

Problems With Mass Transit Won't Be Solved With More Money 

The transit systems we're supposed to hop aboard ultimately operate as jobs 

programs for government workers 

STEVEN GREENHUT |  

 
                                (Frances M. Roberts/Newscom) 

 

California's public-transit systems are facing a crisis, as already-declining ridership levels fell 

another 80 percent in the midst of COVID-19. They have only rebounded to 60 percent after the 

end of the shutdown. Most agencies are facing fiscal calamity and, predictably, state lawmakers 

are seeking to infuse them with additional cash now that federal pandemic-related subsidies are 

subsiding. 

With the state government now staring down a $25 billion deficit, there's no extra general-fund 

cash to prop up struggling systems. That may be a silver lining. Transit's problems have little to 

https://reason.com/people/steven-greenhut/
https://calmatters.org/public-transportation/2023/04/public-transit-california/
https://calmatters.org/newsletters/whatmatters/2022/11/california-budget-deficit/
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do with inadequate subsidies, so perhaps this challenge will force policymakers to rethink the 

fundamental problem: Our transit systems are so unpleasant that people don't want to use them. 

State planners have been dumping record amounts of money into transit for years in the hopes 

that Californians will abandon their cars, but to no avail. The Southern California Association of 

Governments found that the region's "median" resident made zero transit trips in a year—and 

that transit ridership is concentrated in a fraction of the area's census tracts. 

 

"Without the state stepping in," transit agencies "say they may have to cut service or increase 

fares," according to a Cal Matters report. That's the definition of a death spiral. Because of less 

revenue, the agencies will reduce and charge more for their already shoddy service. As a result, 

fewer people will use the service and that will lead to more cutbacks and higher fares. Transit's 

problems predate the pandemic, by the way. Per-capita transit use plateaued in 1970. 

If you peruse California's transportation documents, you'll find little focus on the nuts-and-bolts 

of transportation. Instead of improving the roads that most of us rely upon and building quality 

transit for those who depend upon it, the state is devoted to a policy of planned congestion that 

seeks to make us so miserable we abandon the cars that we rely upon. Just check out the 

trendy "road diets" that eliminate vital traffic lanes in favor of bike lanes. 

The transit systems we're supposed to hop aboard ultimately operate as jobs programs for 

government workers and schemes that battle climate change. On the former point, the Bay Area 

Rapid Transit (BART) system has a janitor who earned $270,000 in total compensation in a year. 

They view the rider—or potential rider—as an afterthought. That undermines their own stated 

goals. 

 

"Getting more people out of their own gas-powered cars is essential to meeting the state Air 

Resources Board's goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 48 percent below 1990 levels by 

2030," the Cal Matters article added. The state has been underinvesting in freeways given that it 

perceives transit as the future—and lawmakers are busy trying to re-order development patterns 

so that more of us live in high-density, transit-dependent neighborhoods. 

 

But no one stops to ask, "How are we going to entice (rather than force) Californians onto these 

mass-transit systems? And they plow ahead with a $100-billion "high speed" train that might one 

day take a handful of residents from Merced to Bakersfield. 

 

Meanwhile, those people who take transit complain about constant delays, long travel times, 

uncomfortable and dirty buses—and crime. BART is enduring a crime wave. An L.A. 

Metro survey last year found that ridership among women has fallen off a cliff—with the key 

cited reason being crime and a lack of cleanliness. After that system experimented with free 

ridership during the pandemic, vagrants overran their buses and trains. Go figure. 

 

Such mundane consumer-oriented concerns explain why people increasingly avoid transit, yet 

the California Department of Transportation's main planning document is preoccupied with 

promoting "vibrant communities," advancing "racial and economic justice" and bolstering 

"public and environmental health." Those goals are fine, but the agencies can't even manage 

systems that commuters feel safe to use. 

 

https://scag.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/its_scag_transit_ridership.pdf
https://calmatters.org/public-transportation/2023/04/public-transit-california/
https://www.ocregister.com/2019/06/01/your-tax-dollars-at-work-as-cities-shut-traffic-lanes/
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/BART-janitor-pay-270000-Powell-St-questions-10911932.php#:~:text=Last%20November%2C%20a%20nonprofit%20called,closet%20at%20the%20Powell%20St.
https://calmatters.org/public-transportation/2023/04/public-transit-california/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/30/us/california-high-speed-rail.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2022-11-04/female-ridership-on-la-metro-down-satisfaction-with-county-buses-drops
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/transportation-planning/documents/ctp-2050-v3-a11y.pdf


14 

 

Transit agencies face a conundrum. Because they view transit ridership largely in equity terms, 

they design the systems largely as social-welfare programs designed to provide poorer residents 

with a means to get around. Yet when they dump billions of dollars in boutique rail lines, they 

inevitably cannibalize funds from the bus routes that serve the bulk of their riders—and few 

drivers end up taking those rail lines, anyway. 

The state's progressive leaders seem to disdain cars, so they prefer hectoring drivers about their 

climate footprint and punishing them for driving pickup trucks. They forget that the bulk of 

lower-income people also rely on their cars—and that car ownership remains a key stepping 

stool into the middle class. 

 

Instead of thinking like business-people who need to meet the needs of customers, California 

transit officials act like government bureaucrats who are married to high-cost government and 

union solutions, and mainly want to impose their preferences on us—rather than lure us into 

transit by offering high-quality transportation alternatives. Until they change their thinking, 

Californians will continue to vote with their gas pedals. 

STEVEN GREENHUT is western region director for the R Street Institute and was previously 

the Union-Tribune's California columnist. This article was first published in the Orange County 

Register of April 28, 2023. Greenhut has appeared at COLAB of Santa Barbara County events 

and on the Andy Caldwell Radio Show.   

 

COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                                                                              
IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS 

ON OUR FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO 

KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, 

POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

 

GRAND ALLIANCE TO OVERCOME THE ELITE 

BETRAYAL OF AMERICA                                                               
THE SOONER WE JOIN TOGETHER TO SAVE OUR 

CIVILIZATION, THE EASIER THE PATH                                                 
BY EDWARD RING 

For the first time in history, the ruling class of a powerful nation has abandoned its fellow 

citizens. What is happening in America today is more than a return to feudalism, although the 

new economic model into which we’re being herded is correctly compared to feudalism. The 

reality is actually much worse: America’s elites view ordinary citizens as no longer necessary. 

Because of globalism, they are replaceable. Because of automation, they are superfluous. 

Because of environmentalism, they are unsustainable. 

These factors explain what is otherwise inexplicable: Constitutional conservatives and 

Christians, and the values they profess, are now stigmatized by establishment institutions as 

https://www.ocregister.com/tag/oc-streetcar/
https://www.kron4.com/news/california-drivers-could-be-charged-more-for-having-larger-vehicles/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-08-31/why-is-american-mass-transit-so-bad-it-s-a-long-story
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-08-31/why-is-american-mass-transit-so-bad-it-s-a-long-story
https://reason.com/people/steven-greenhut/
https://amgreatness.com/author/edwardring/
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often, if not more often, than they are praised. Nationalism and religious faith empower 

individuals and communities to resist a ruling class that has abandoned them. That makes them a 

threat. They recognize that the ideology of America’s ruling elites is itself leading to disaster. 

They recognize that America’s elites have decided the nation’s middle class is disposable, and 

this is the real reason they are pushing an agenda of woke degeneracy and extreme 

environmentalism, designed to lower birthrates and reduce standards of living. 

It’s hard to imagine how America’s elites could get things more wrong. Their transhuman and 

transnational vision is provoking a clash of civilizations at the same time as they are destroying 

the human foundation of their own civilization. Nations where nationalism or religion remains 

the prevailing ideology are not about to emasculate their populations and eviscerate their energy 

sectors. 

If America’s elites attempt to impose this agenda worldwide, the world will fight back. Do they 

intend to win this clash with robots? Because if they reduce America to a geriatric, poverty-

stricken nation, ruled by a handful of billionaires, robots are all they’re going to have left at the 

rate we’re going. 

 

The Grand Alliance 
 

The elites who have betrayed their own people are not invincible. America’s historical legacy 

has built a cultural unity and resiliency that should not be underestimated. 

While America’s tradition of assimilation is under attack by an elite-driven obsession with 

multiculturalism, it remains the robust product of more than 200 years as a successful melting 

pot. Moreover, America’s Bill of Rights offers protection to people still fighting for the values of 

faith, family, and freedom—values that are not as easily undermined as they are in other Western 

nations with less explicit constitutional safeguards. 

Winston Churchill titled the third volume of his World War II memoirs The Grand Alliance. It 

described an alliance against a threat more obvious and imminent than the one we face today, 

uniting partners more intrinsically opposed than those who need to join together today. Instead of 

Western democracies uniting with Communist Russia to fight the fascist dictatorships, we have 

merely to unite a critical mass of Americans who want to save their nation from an elite that has 

declared war on their way of life and their future. 

This isn’t as hard as it seems for two reasons. First, because most Americans don’t want to live 

in a degenerate culture. They don’t want to live in a culture that has devolved to cater to 

society’s lowest, most abnormal, deviant, hedonistic, psychotic, sociopathic, dishonest, crooked, 

lazy, defiant, bizarre, militant cohorts of individuals, regardless of the fact they’ve become 

politically organized and demand equality of outcome in every imaginable context. Most 

Americans understand the inherent necessity and benefits of nuclear families, hard work, and 

immutable standards for achievement and recognition. There is a deep, latent unity among 

Americans. It needs only a few sparks to immolate the thin film of oil on the surface. 

Second, what is the nature of this oil that smothers America’s ocean of common sense and unity? 

It is a fractious coalition of fanatics and lunatics, relatively small in number, who harbor an 

https://ruamupr.com/wc/3607/13496/15898/15898,15644.html
https://ruamupr.com/wc/3607/13496/15898/15898,15644.html
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25589.Memoirs_Of_The_Second_World_War
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innate antipathy toward each other that is only held in check by rivers of money flowing to them 

from globalist billionaires, opportunistic corporations, environmentalist pressure groups, and 

government unions. Their resources are money and anger. They win elections because all that 

money, and all that anger, is used to brainwash voters into thinking that tolerating decadence and 

chaos is compassion, people who oppose extreme tolerance are bigots, and recognizing the 

indispensability of fossil fuel is, somehow, “fascist.” The brainwashing, in the face of 

overwhelming contradictory evidence, is wearing thin. 

The only thing normal Americans have to do in order to bring America’s swing voters back to 

the side of common sense is to promote an attractive vision. It is not enough to just explain how 

bad things have gotten. To begin that process they may start, they must start, by bringing the 

secular and religious wings of the common sense coalition together. 

In his 2017 book, The Strange Death of Europe, British journalist Douglas Murray suggests 

those forces still extant in Western societies and still resisting the derangements of our time—the 

secular and the religious—put aside their differences and unite to save Western civilization. 

Finding a new synthesis of Western culture capable of addressing the questions of the 21st 

century may be a topic of active debate in think tanks. Still, to date, it hasn’t filtered down to 

retail politics. On the street, politicians trying to overcome woke insanity have limited 

themselves, at most, to rolling back the insanity. They have not expressed a new vision for 

America that unites religious and secular conservatives. 

This is regrettable, but it also presents a tremendous opportunity. 

If religious and secular conservatives reached a consensus, the political agenda they would share 

would necessarily have attenuated the most extreme positions held by either side, which in turn 

would attract millions of independent voters. Although it would still be declared extremist by 

elites who would now see their plans endangered as never before, in reality, it would form a new 

political center. It would be an irresistible force. 

Vivek Ramaswamy, who at the very least is the second most interesting Republican candidate 

currently running for U.S. president, has made a centerpiece of his campaign answering the 

question of what it means to be an American. His positions are unequivocal. For example, there 

need to be clear limits to what we tolerate as normal. The prerequisites for prosperity include 

clean fossil fuel, and that is nonnegotiable. Meritocracy is the only equitable way to deliver equal 

opportunity to everyone. Freedom in America, as embodied in the Bill of Rights, must be 

defended. These are unifying issues because they reject the establishment’s manipulative 

narrative of anger, resentment, fear, and perpetual crisis, and instead, envision a future of growth 

and greatness.   

Consider the wondrous possibilities a healthy political coalition could express to an electorate 

desperate for hope. Imagine a political platform centered on deregulation and infrastructure 

investments to deliver abundant and affordable energy, the foundation of all prosperity. Imagine 

a foreign policy oriented to helping all nations achieve these gains, instead of being limited to 

“renewables” that condemn them to poverty, famine, tyranny, and war. 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-strange-death-of-europe-douglas-murray/1125531682?ean=9781472958051&aug=1
https://www.vivek2024.com/
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Optimism is contagious. Imagine a strong and united America beginning to harvest the resources 

of the moon and the asteroids. Imagine a culture that celebrates beauty and talent again. Imagine 

a generation of youth inspired to work hard so they can play a meaningful part in the brilliant 

unfolding story of a proud nation in a peaceful world. Imagine good things happening from now 

on, not out of naïveté, but as the product of practical investment and steadfast resolve. 

The sooner we join together to save our civilization, the easier the path. 

Edward Ring is a senior fellow of the Center for American Greatness. He is also a contributing 

editor and senior fellow with the California Policy Center, which he co-founded in 2013 and 

served as its first president. Ring is the author of Fixing California: Abundance, Pragmatism, 

Optimism (2021) and The Abundance Choice: Our Fight for More Water in California (2022). 

This article first appeared in the American Greatness of April 25, 2023. 

 

 

 

WHY FOX FIRED TUCKER: BLACKROCK,      

REPLACEMENT THEORY, AND THE ADL                                                  

Tucker was axed by the regime’s henchmen, who work together to 

silence dissent, pummel the population with endless propaganda, and 

gaslight their victims with lies that represent the precise inverse of truth                                                                                                   
BY MICHAEL RECTENWALD 

  

  

Why did Fox News fire Tucker Carlson? Some claim that Tucker had planned to leave the 

network all along, and merely resigned. He had even had a studio built in his own home. He was 

fed up with Fox and decided to call it quits, so the story goes. But this theory is belied by the fact 

that Tucker’s production team was taken entirely by surprise by the news. For instance, I 

received the following text message from Scooter Downey, a producer of Tucker Carlson 

https://mises.org/profile/michael-rectenwald
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Originals, in response to my query after the announcement: “No idea what’s going on. Crazy!” 

 

Bill O’Reilly, who hosted The O’Reilly Factor, which appeared in the same time slot as Tucker 

Carlson Tonight, remarked that Tucker and his staff were blind-sided by the decision. “They 

were putting together tonight’s, Monday night’s program,” O’Reilly claimed. “They were 

actively involved with making the rundown as all of us do who go on television each night to 

talk to you. In the middle of that, boom. Tucker Carlson is history at the Fox News show. That’s 

how fast it came.” 

The other major explanation given for Tucker’s separation from Fox has to do with the 

settlement of the Dominion Voting Systems defamation lawsuit. But the suit was filed in March 

of 2021 and Tucker wasn’t dismissed until April 24, 2023. Dominion demanded $1.6 billion and 

settled for $787.5 million. Tucker’s dismissal from Fox was not a condition of the settlement. 

Meanwhile, as Megyn Kelly pointed out, Tucker was not even among the promoters on Fox of 

the theory that elections had been rigged using Dominion. “He was not a reason for that 800-

million settlement,” says Kelly. 

Further, Tucker’s show was no doubt a leading money-maker for the network, or a major means 

for paying the damages. Why would Fox get rid of an income generator like Tucker Carlson just 

as the bill came due? The answer is that Fox is not as concerned about making money as it is 

about being a faithful servant of the regime. 

Tucker crossed significant establishment redlines and has finally suffered the consequences. He 

consistently argued that that the ruling elite hates the majority and consistently attacks it, that 

national sovereignty is being eroded, and that the electorate is being replaced. The redlines 

included his criticism of Volodymyr Zelensky and the U.S. involvement in the Ukrainian war, 

his criticism of the covid responses that destroyed the economy, his questioning of the vaccines, 

and his targeting by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) for various “offenses.” 

In February, BlackRock Inc. increased its position in Fox Corporation (FOXA). BlackRock now 

owns 15.1 percent of the company. BlackRock’s enhanced position in Fox Corporation explains, 

in part, the Tucker dismissal, and it was a dismissal, not Tucker's choice. 

Why would BlackRock, headed by CEO Larry Fink, pressure Fox News to axe Tucker? For one, 

Tucker was known for his scathing criticism of Ukraine’s corruption, which put him at odds with 

the investment giant. In January, Carlson reacted derisively to a video of Ukrainian President 

Zelensky thanking BlackRock, J.P. Morgan, and Goldman Sachs for “rebuilding” the country. 

Tucker referred to Zelensky, not as a hero, as the establishment would have it, but as a dictator. 

Carlson has also been critical of BlackRock's push for environmental, social, and governance 

(ESG) investing, claiming, rightly, that ESG is a means of circumventing legislation and thus 

subverting democratic processes. ESG thwarts the will of the people and installs a “climate 

change” dictatorship in its place. 

BlackRock also has enormous holdings in pharmaceuticals companies, as one of the three largest 

shareholders of Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, and Merck. And Tucker recently interviewed Robert 

Kennedy, Jr. A presidential candidate, Kennedy has lambasted the covid-19 vaccines as “deadly 

and worthless.” 

Perhaps most significant was the ADL’s calls for Tucker’s removal. Tucker consistently claimed 

that the Democratic Party is attempting to replace the American electorate with illegal 

immigrants and the ADL called for Tucker to be de-platformed for holding to “the Great 

Replacement Theory,” as well as other views that the ADL forbids. The ADL had consistently 

https://www.theepochtimes.com/sean-hannity-responds-to-tucker-carlson-leaving-fox-news-i-dont-own-the-company_5219626.html?est=dhpI%2BmOE4HQsd6LWDoCKgZveYAeGGCw%2BqYYry9LJ9nQ8ldWltgUItaVVybRRbIIHW8j97BwaA2L0&src_cmp=breaking-2023-04-25-one&src_src=newsnoe&utm_campaign=breaking-2023-04-25-one&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsnoe
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fox-news-dominion-defamation-lawsuit-cbs-explains/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgFMV4RNx0Q
https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/blackrock-increases-position-in-fox-corporation-foxa
https://dailycaller.com/2023/01/24/zelenskyy-big-banks-ukraine-financial-support/
https://www.businessinsider.com/tucker-carlson-claims-ukraine-president-dictator-why-not-backing-russisa-2022-2
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/who-owns-the-world-s-largest-pharmaceutical-companies-42983
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/deplatform-tucker-carlson-and-great-replacement-theory
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pushed for Tucker’s dismissal. On The Megyn Kelly Show, after Kelly noted that the ADL was 

once again pushing for Tucker’s firing, Tucker said, “fuck them.” And Tucker struck back at the 

ADL on his own show. 

Following Tucker’s dismissal, the ADL’s Jonathan Greenblatt celebrated Tucker’s firing 

on Twitter, where he also accused Tucker of spewing “antisemitic, racist, xenophobic and anti-

LGBTQ hate to millions.” He also acknowledged that the ADL had “long called for his firing": 

It's about time. For far too long, Tucker Carlson has used his primetime show to spew 

antisemitic, racist, xenophobic and anti-LGBTQ hate to millions. @ADL has long called for his 

firing for this and many other offenses, including spreading the Great Replacement Theory. 

 

The Dominion defamation suit was not the impetus for the removal of Tucker Carlson from the 

Fox News line-up. Nor did Tucker walk out of Fox on his own accord. Tucker was axed by the 

regime’s henchmen, who work together to silence dissent, pummel the population with endless 

propaganda, and gaslight their victims with lies that represent the precise inverse of the truth. As 

a propaganda apparatus of the ruling class, Fox News is not primarily interested in profit. 

Its raison d'être is to serve as controlled opposition. And Tucker was out of the establishment’s 

control. 

“The media,” Tucker recently said, “are part of the control apparatus…not only are they part of 

the problem, but I spent most of my life being part of the problem, defending the Iraq War, like I 

actually did that.” That is, Tucker came to recognize that the media are ideological state 

apparatuses whose functions are to indoctrinate, mislead, and support the reigning regime and 

their narratives, whether past, present, or future. Tucker attempted to subvert those media 

functions and became a danger to the regime. It is no wonder that he no longer works for Fox 

News. The question is how he lasted so long. 

 

Michael Rectenwald is the author of twelve books, including The Great Reset and the Struggle 

for Liberty: Unraveling the Global Agenda, Thought Criminal, Beyond Woke, Google 

Archipelago, and Springtime for Snowflakes. He is a distinguished fellow at Hillsdale College. 

The article first appeared in the April 26 Mises Wire. 

  

 

 

THE INHUMANITY OF THE GREEN AGENDA                           
THE ‘SUSTAINABILITY’ REGIME IS IMPOVERISHING THE WORLD.    

BY JOEL KOTKIN 

 

 

 

https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/deplatform-tucker-carlson-and-great-replacement-theory
https://www.bitchute.com/video/8016pkOjULYY/
https://www.bitchute.com/video/YXEi3YnzjNIN/
https://twitter.com/JGreenblattADL/status/1650538893135998976
https://twitter.com/ADL
https://twitter.com/BobDunlap9477/status/1635572226329047043?t=x1Cu7HrTaeC-2uEywsO6YQ&s=01
https://www.spiked-online.com/author/joel-kotkin/
https://www.spiked-online.com/author/joel-kotkin/
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‘Man is the measure of all things’, Greek philosopher Protagoras wrote over 2,500 years ago. 

Unfortunately, our elites today tend not to see it that way. 

In recent years, the overused word ‘sustainability’ has fostered a narrative in which human needs 

and aspirations have taken a back seat to the green austerity of Net Zero and ‘degrowth’. The 

ruling classes of a fading West are determined to save the planet by immiserating their fellow 

citizens. Their agenda is expected to cost the world $6 trillion per year for the next 30 years. 

Meanwhile, they will get to harvest massive green subsidies and live like Renaissance potentates. 

In Enemies of Progress, author Austin Williams suggests that ‘the mantra of sustainability’ starts 

with the assumption that humanity is ‘the biggest problem of the planet’, rather than the ‘creators 

of a better future’. Indeed, many climate scientists and green activists see having fewer people on 

the planet as a key priority. Their programme calls not only for fewer people and fewer families, 

but also for lower consumption among the masses. They expect us to live in ever smaller 

dwelling units, to have less mobility, and to endure more costly home heating and air-

conditioning. These priorities are reflected in a regulatory bureaucracy that, if it does not claim 

justification from God, acts as the right hand of Gaia and of sanctified science. 

 

The question we need to ask is: sustainability for whom? US Treasury secretary Janet Yellen 

recently suggested that her department sees climate change as ‘the greatest economic opportunity 

of our time’. To be sure, there is lots of gold in green for the same Wall Street investors, tech 

oligarchs and inheritors who fund the campaigns of climate activists. They increasingly control 

the media, too. The Rockefellers, heirs to the Standard Oil fortune, and other ultra-wealthy 

greens are currently funding climate reporters at organs like the Associated Press and National 

Public Radio. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/bidens-unsustainable-climate-plans-environment-climate-change-policy-green-energy-fossil-fuels-initiatives-11659286021
https://www.amazon.com/Enemies-Progress-Dangers-Sustainability-Societas/dp/1845400984
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-11-05/scientists-call-for-population-control-in-mass-climate-alarm
https://www.spiked-online.com/2023/03/26/the-cult-of-the-climate-apocalypse/
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Under the new sustainability regime, the ultra-rich profit, but the rest of us not so much. The 

most egregious example may be the forced take-up of electric vehicles (EVs), which has already 

helped to make Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla, the world’s second-richest man. Although 

improvements are being made to low-emissions vehicles, consumers are essentially being 

frogmarched into adopting a technology that has clear technical problems, remains far more 

expensive than the internal-combustion engine and depends primarily on an electric grid 

already on the brink of blackouts. Green activists, it turns out, do not expect EVs to replace the 

cars of hoi polloi. No, ordinary people will be dragooned to use public transport, or to walk or 

bike to get around. 

 

 

The shift to electric cars is certainly no win for the West’s working and middle classes. But it is 

an enormous boon to China, which enjoys a huge lead in the production of batteries and rare-

earth elements needed to make EVs, and which also figure prominently in wind turbines and 

solar panels. China’s BYD, which is backed by Warren Buffett, has emerged as the world’s top 

EV manufacturer, with big export ambitions. Meanwhile, American EV firms struggle with 

production and supply-chain issues, in part due to green resistance to domestic mining for rare-

earth minerals. Even Tesla expects much of its future growth to come from its Chinese factories. 

 

Building cars from primarily Chinese components will have consequences for autoworkers 

across the West. Germany was once a car-manufacturing giant, but it is expected to lose an 

estimated 400,000 car-factory jobs by 2030. According to McKinsey, the US’s manufacturing 

workforce could be cut by up to 30 per cent. After all, when the key components are made 

elsewhere, far less labour is needed from US and European workers. It’s no surprise that some 

European politicians, worried about a popular backlash, have moved to slow down the EV 

juggernaut. 

 

This dynamic is found across the entire sustainability agenda. The soaring energy costs in the 

West have helped China expand its market share in manufactured exports to roughly equal that 

of the US, Germany and Japan combined. American manufacturing has dropped recently to 

its lowest point since the pandemic. The West’s crusade against carbon emissions makes it likely 

that jobs, ‘green’ or otherwise, will move to China, which already emits more greenhouse gases 

than the rest of the high-income world. Meanwhile, the Chinese leadership is looking to adapt to 

changes in the climate, instead of undermining economic growth by chasing implausible Net 

Zero targets. 

 

There are clear class implications here. California’s regulators recently admitted that the state’s 

strict climate laws aid the affluent, but hurt the poor. These laws also have a disproportionate 

impact on ethnic-minority citizens, creating what attorney Jennifer Hernandez has labelled the 

‘green Jim Crow’. As China’s increasingly sophisticated tech and industrial growth is being 

joyously funded by US venture capitalists and Wall Street, living standards among the Western 

middle class are in decline. Europe has endured a decade of stagnation, while Americans’ life 

expectancy has recently fallen for the first time in peacetime. Deutsche Bank’s Eric 

Heymann suggests that the only way to achieve Net Zero emissions by 2050 is by squelching all 

future growth, which could have catastrophic effects on working-class and middle-class living 

standards. 

 

Rather than the upward mobility most have come to expect, much of the West’s workforce now 

faces the prospect of either living on the dole or working at low wages. Today, nearly half of all 

American workers receive low wages and the future looks worse. Almost two-thirds of all new 

https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1134740_evs-least-reliable-vehicle-type-problem-areas
https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/advice/why-are-electric-cars-so-expensive
https://cars.usnews.com/cars-trucks/advice/why-are-electric-cars-so-expensive
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/11/30/britain-fast-descending-chaos-tories-powerless-stop/?mc_cid=919bc0d0ce&mc_eid=4961da7cb1
https://www.spiked-online.com/2023/04/25/joe-bidens-sinister-disinformation-campaign/
https://www.spiked-online.com/2023/04/25/joe-bidens-sinister-disinformation-campaign/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/tesla-rival-byd-leads-push-to-sell-chinese-ev-brands-around-the-world-4e0b6d06
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/automotive-and-assembly/our-insights/the-irresistible-momentum-behind-clean-electric-connected-mobility-four-key-trends
https://www.wsj.com/articles/germany-italy-signal-they-could-block-eu-combustion-engine-ban-20c373e1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/germany-italy-signal-they-could-block-eu-combustion-engine-ban-20c373e1
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/us-manufacturing-sector-weakest-nearly-three-years-march-ism-2023-04-03/
https://www.thewirechina.com/2022/07/17/chinas-climate-adaptation-advantage/
https://www.thewirechina.com/2022/07/17/chinas-climate-adaptation-advantage/
https://thebreakthrough.org/journal/no-14-summer-2021/green-jim-crow
https://www.netzerowatch.com/deutsche-bank-eu-green-deal-can-only-succeed-with-a-certain-degree-of-eco-dictatorship/
https://www.netzerowatch.com/deutsche-bank-eu-green-deal-can-only-succeed-with-a-certain-degree-of-eco-dictatorship/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/minimum-wage-2019-almost-half-of-all-americans-work-in-low-wage-jobs/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/minimum-wage-2019-almost-half-of-all-americans-work-in-low-wage-jobs/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/jobs-hiring-boom-layoffs-employment-11675947399?mod=RSSMSN
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jobs in recent months were in low-paying service industries. This is also true in Britain. Over 

recent decades, many jobs that might have once supported whole families have disappeared. 

According to one UK account, self-employment and gig work do not provide sustenance for 

anything like a comfortable lifestyle. Rates of poverty and food shortages are already on the rise. 

As a result, most parents in the US and elsewhere doubt their children will do better than their 

generation, while trust in our institutions is at historic lows. 

 

The fabulists at places like the New York Times have convinced themselves that climate change 

is the biggest threat to prosperity. But many ordinary folk are far more worried about the 

immediate effects of climate policy than the prospect of an overheated planet in the medium or 

long term. This opposition to the Net Zero agenda was first expressed by the gilet 

jaunes movement in France in 2018, whose weekly protests were initially sparked by green 

taxes. This has been followed by protests by Dutch and other European farmers in recent years, 

who are angry at restrictions on fertilisers that will cut their yields. The pushback has sparked the 

rise of populism in a host of countries, notably Italy, Sweden and France. Even in ultra-with-it 

Berlin, a referendum on tighter-emissions targets recently failed to win over enough voters. 

 

This is class warfare obscured by green rhetoric. It pits elites in finance, tech and the nonprofit 

world against a more numerous, but less connected, group of ordinary citizens. Many of these 

folk make their living from producing food and basic necessities, or from hauling these things 

around. Factory workers, truck drivers and farmers, all slated for massive green regulatory 

onslaughts, see sustainability very differently than the urban corporate elites and their woke 

employees. As the French gilets jaunes protesters put it bluntly: ‘The elites worry about the end 

of the world. We worry about the end of the month.’ 

 

This disconnect also exists in the United States, according to long-time Democratic analyst Ruy 

Teixeira. Attempts to wipe out fossil fuels may thrill people in San Francisco, but are regarded 

very differently in Bakersfield, the centre of the California oil industry, and in Texas, where as 

many as a million generally good-paying jobs could be lost. Overall, according to a Chamber of 

Commerce report, a full national ban on fracking, widely supported by greens, would cost 

14million jobs – far more than the eight million jobs lost in the Great Recession of 2007-09. 

 

No surprise then that blue-collar workers are not so enthusiastic about the green agenda. Just one 

per cent, according to a new Monmouth poll, consider climate as their main concern. A new 

Gallup poll shows that just two per cent of working-class respondents say they currently own an 

electric vehicle and a mere nine per cent say they are ‘seriously considering’ purchasing one. 

These Western concerns are nothing compared to how the sustainability agenda could impact the 

developing world. Developing countries are home to roughly 3.5 billion people with no reliable 

access to electricity. They are far more vulnerable to high energy and food prices than we are.  

For places like Sub-Saharan Africa, green admonitions against new agricultural technologies, 

fossil fuels and nuclear power undermine any hope of creating desperately needed new wealth 

and jobs. It’s no wonder that these countries increasingly ignore the West and are looking to 

China instead, which is helping the developing world to build new fossil-fuel plants, as well as 

hydroelectric and nuclear facilities. All of this is anathema to many Western greens. To make 

matters worse, the EU is already considering carbon taxes on imports, which could cut the 

developing world off from what remains of global markets. 

More critical still could be the impact of the sustainability mantra on food production, 

particularly for Sub-Saharan Africa, which will be home to most of the world’s population 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/jobs-hiring-boom-layoffs-employment-11675947399?mod=RSSMSN
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jan/29/gig-economy-traps-workers-in-precarious-existence-says-report
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/04/opinion/sunday/climate-change-migration-home.html
https://www.spiked-online.com/2019/11/15/gilets-jaunes-the-french-insurrection-one-year-on/
https://www.spiked-online.com/2019/11/15/gilets-jaunes-the-french-insurrection-one-year-on/
https://www.spiked-online.com/2023/03/21/dutch-voters-are-rising-up-against-elite-eco-mania/
https://www.spiked-online.com/2023/04/07/populism-is-back/
https://www.spiked-online.com/2023/04/07/populism-is-back/
https://townhall.com/columnists/pauldriessen/2023/02/25/childish-beliefs-drive-energy-and-agricultural-agendas-n2619959
https://townhall.com/columnists/pauldriessen/2023/02/25/childish-beliefs-drive-energy-and-agricultural-agendas-n2619959
https://www.liberalpatriot.com/p/the-working-class-isnt-down-with#:~:text=In%20a%20new,around%2018%20percent
https://www.liberalpatriot.com/p/the-working-class-isnt-down-with#:~:text=In%20a%20new,around%2018%20percent
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/CoC_BannedFracking_FULL_v3.pdf
https://www.globalenergyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/CoC_BannedFracking_FULL_v3.pdf
https://www.monmouth.edu/polling-institute/documents/monmouthpoll_us_041123.pdf/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/474095/americans-not-completely-sold-electric-vehicles.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/474095/americans-not-completely-sold-electric-vehicles.aspx
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growth over the next three decades, according to United Nations projections. These countries 

need more food production, either domestically or from rich countries like the US, the 

Netherlands, Canada, Australia and France. And they are acutely aware of what happened 

when Sri Lanka adopted the sustainability agenda. This led to the breakdown of Sri Lanka’s 

agricultural sector and, eventually, to the violent overthrow of its government. 

 

We need to rethink the sustainability agenda. Protecting the environment cannot come at the cost 

of jobs and growth. We should also assist developing countries in achieving a more prosperous 

future. This means financing workable technologies – gas, nuclear, hydro – that can provide the 

reliable energy so critical for economic development. It does no good to suggest a programme 

that will keep the poor impoverished. 

Unless people’s concerns about the green agenda are addressed, they will almost certainly seek 

to disrupt the best-laid plans of our supposedly enlightened elites. In the end, as Protagoras said, 

human beings are still the ultimate ‘measure’ of what happens in the world – whether 

the cognoscenti like it or not. 

 

Joel Kotkin is a spiked columnist, the presidential fellow in urban futures at Chapman 

University and executive director of the Urban Reform Institute. His latest book, The Coming of 

Neo-Feudalism, is out now. Follow him on Twitter: @joelkotkin 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                            

ANDY CALDWELL SHOW NOW LOCAL                     

IN SLO COUNTY 

Now you can listen to THE ANDY CALDWELL SHOW  
in Santa Barbara, Santa Maria & San Luis Obispo Counties! 

 
We are pleased to announce that The Andy Caldwell Show is now 

broadcasting out of San Luis Obispo County on FM 98.5 in addition to AM 
1290/96.9 Santa Barbara and AM 1240/99.5 Santa Maria 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/sites/www.un.org.development.desa.pd/files/wpp2022_summary_of_results.pdf
https://www.spiked-online.com/2022/07/12/sri-lanka-and-the-global-revolt-against-the-laptop-elites/
https://www.amazon.com/Coming-Neo-Feudalism-Warning-Global-Middle/dp/1641770945/
https://www.amazon.com/Coming-Neo-Feudalism-Warning-Global-Middle/dp/1641770945/
https://twitter.com/joelkotkin
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The show now covers the broadcast area from Ventura to Templeton -  

THE only show of its kind on the Central Coast covering local, state, 
national and international issues!  3:00-5:00 PM WEEKDAYS 
You can also listen to The Andy Caldwell Show LIVE on the Tune In Radio 
App and previously aired shows at:  3:00-5:00 PM WEEKDAYS  
 

 COUNTY UPDATES OCCUR MONDAYS AT 4:30 PM 
MIKE BROWN IS THE REGULAR MONDAY GUEST AT 4:30! 

 

 
SUPPORT COLAB   

 

                

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES BEFORE THE BOS 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
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VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM 

 

 
 

DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

     
AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR BEN SHAPIRO 

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 

   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqOPwpNTdAhWPCDQIHaC7AVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/hugh-hewitt/&psig=AOvVaw2KgvCuZhnzSimJIDCbQjwj&ust=1537900749442226
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NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER 

 

   
MIKE BROWN RALLIED THE FORCES OUTDOORS DURING COVID LOCKDOWN 

 

    

 

JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE TO COLAB ON THE NEXT PAGE 

Join COLAB or contribute by control clicking at: COLAB San 

Luis Obispo County (colabslo.org) or use the form below: 

https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
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